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GROUP ACTIVITY 



Our mission is to provide research-based information  

on identifying gifted learners  

and to provide ways to motivate gifted underachievers. 

 

 

 

 

MISSION  STATEMENT 



GIFTEDNESS DEFINED… 

• “Outstanding achievement in a 

socially desirable field.” 

 

• Expands the areas in which one might 

look for special abilities. 

 

• Supplee focuses on the success or 

lack of it in school to address reaching 

the gifted underachiever. 



ON THE FLIP SIDE 

 Underachievement = Children who appear to have 
high academic potential but who are not 
functioning successfully in school, either in 
general or in a specific discipline. 

 

 Specifically, possessing high academic ability but 
displaying low academic achievement is 
underachievement. 

 

 Underachievement exists in areas other than 
academics as well. 



FITTING THE ACTUAL INTO THEORIES 

Genetics 

 Nichols and Terman 

believe that giftedness 

is an innate quality. 

 

 Thus, genetics 

determines giftedness. 

Behavior 

 Renzulli believes 

giftedness is learned. 

 

 It can be practiced like 

any other behavior. 

 

 Earned through 

extraordinary efforts. 

 

 



TANNENBAUM’S CONCEPTION OF GIFTEDNESS 

 Suggested that giftedness is a quality that 

emerges when five broad conditions, 

encompassing both innate and environmental 

factors, are present. 

 

 The g factor, special abilities, special non-

intellective traits, challenging environment, and 

chance factors. 

 



THE UNDERACHIEVERS ARE OUR STARFISH… 

 



“RESEARCH  SAYS” 

•  Gifted students have a heightened  

    sensitivity to many things. 

 

•  Gifted students feel pressured to excel. 

 

•  Gifted students have demanding    

    courseloads. 

 

•  Gifted students occupy several  

    leadership positions. 

 

•  Gifted students are complex thinkers    

    and have so much potential.   



THEY ARE GIFTED, BUT NOT EXEMPT . . . . . 

   Even though gifted students have been     

      identified as being intellectually, artistically,        

      or academically talented, they are not free 

      from the life experiences that the students   

      who are not gifted face on a daily basis. 

    

   Sometimes, gifted students face even more 

      obstacles than a regular student. (school & home) 

       



TRUTH IS . . . . . . . 

   Unintentionally (now intentionally), gifted 

classes are designed  

    to teach their students how to manage  

    stress and other life situations  

in the school setting  

and  

outside the school setting. 



ADDRESSING THE ISSUE… 

 The Cupertino Project 

 

 The Family Achievement Clinic 

 

 Special Efforts for the Gifted/Learning Disabled 



 

 

Because some children are content being average, 

remedial programs won’t work, 

and 

some students choose to fail. 

 

 

 

Educators must first, properly identify the GUAs, then… 

 



•  Help each gifted student understand and cope with his or her intellectual,   

    social, and emotional needs during each stage of development. 

 

•  Help each gifted student develop a realistic and accurate self-concept. 

 

•  Help each gifted student be a whole person. 

 

•  Show patience, acceptance, and encouragement.  

 

•  Encourage flexibility and appropriate behavior. 

 

•  Understanding and following rules does not mean conforming to every  

    situation. 

 

•  Let students live their own lives. 

 

•  Be available for guidance and advice. 

 

SO, HOW CAN WE HELP? 



OVERALL, SEEK TO… 

 Improve students’ self-esteem 

 

 Improve attitudes that inhibit students’ success 

 

 Improve school behaviors 

 

 Promote academic growth at an appropriate 
pace for these students 

 



HOW? 

Individualization 

Differentiated 

Curriculum 

and 

Instruction 

Restructured 

Environments 

(Room/Time) 

Parents’ 

Programs 

Instructional  

Practices 

Supporting 

Curricula 



CURRICULUM 

Parents 

Affective 
Studies 

Mathematics 

Reading-Writing 

Connection 

 



MEETING THE GUAS NEEDS… 

 Step-by-Step 

 

 Grounded in sound theory 

 

 Consider everyone involved 



ADDITIONAL HELP… 

Moving from Starfish to Stars 

 

 

Children’s  

Literature 

Screening 

Instruments 

& 

Parent Answers 

Materials 

and 

Programs 



LET’S COLLABORATE!!! 
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